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Basic Care Sheet:  Aquarium
Starting an aquarium begins with gathering information on the different species of fish.  Every type has certain requirements in water conditions, environment, and/or special care.  Learn all you can about the animals you are interested in, and you will be able to provide the, care they need.  The result will be maximum enjoyment of the time spent with your aquarium.

Basic supplies you will need:
· Tank.  Size depends on the species you plan to keep and how many.
· Stand.  Highly recommended as most furniture is not designed to hold such weight especially after cumulative water damage.
· Filter.  Select a slightly stronger model than what is rated for your size tank.
· Heater and/or chiller.  Required for fishes demanding stricter temperature control.
· Lighting.  Require for living plants or saltwater photosynthetic invertebrates.
· High quality food.  Normally a flake or pellet is the staple.
· Décor.  Keep in mind your fishes needs when selecting substrate and other décor.
· Maintenance supplies.  May include a gravel vacuum, magnet or sponge scrubbing pad, tweezers, net, etc.
General – Prepare the correct environment.  An arowana (reaching up to six feet) needs a much bigger home than a guppy (maximum 2 inches), and cardinal tetras require much higher temperature (76-80˚F) than goldfish (38-70˚F).  You may need to adjust the pH (acid or alkaline factor) or hardness (amount of dissolved mineral), or other qualities of your water to fit the requirements of the fish you have chosen.  Some fish require many hiding places due to timid or secretive behaviors, where some fish prefer open swimming room.  The most important factor to keeping an aquarium healthy is ensuring the equipment and fishes are selected to best suit each other… so do your research well.
You will also find that many fishes can and cannot be combined, either by similarities or differences in size, behavior, diet, temperature, water qualities, décor, etc.  Before buying, look up each type’s full size, behavior, requirements so you mix and match without problems.
If you decide you would like to keep living aquarium plants, freshwater invertebrates, or saltwater invertebrates, make sure you understand the additional special care these 

aquarium inhabitants will require.  Do not purchase unless you’ve already installed necessary equipment, amassed specific foods/supplements, learned how to select and combine, and understand the extra things you must do.  If you have done your homework, your aquarium will be made more beautiful by these interesting plants and animals.
Training – Fishes are more intelligent than most people think.  They recognize people and learn feeding and maintenance times, and can be taught to be more active while you are home and rest when you are not.  Certain fish have even been trained to play underwater sports and run obstacle courses!
Diet – Choose high quality ingredients in a form and size easy to eat.  Most commonly available foods come in flake or pellet style, but pay closer attention: some foods are higher protein, some are higher fiber.  Some float, some sink.  Select to fit your fish assortment.  Also supplementing with freeze dried or frozen worms, shrimp, etc. will keep your aquarium inhabitants robustly healthy, colorful, and happy.
Hygiene – Partial water changes, algae wiping/scrubbing, and filter maintenance is all you have to do to keep an aquarium healthy.  Exactly how often any cleaning must be done depends on the size of the tank, strength of filtration, number and size of fishes, and feeding volume and frequency.  Most aquarists wipe the glass every other or third day, water change 25-40% every two to four weeks, and check the filter every month.  A couple of tips: Stagger the filter checks and water changes so they do not occur too closely together, and do not empty the aquarium more than 50% unless instructed to do so by your local aquarium specialist or aquatics vet.  The animals don’t have to move during maintenance.
Health – Try not to breed your fish to help solve the problem of pet overpopulation.  Be observant and consult your local aquarium specialist or aquatics vet if you notice signs of illness or injury such as: damaged skin or scales; lack of appetite; strange hiding or swimming behavior; gasping; growths on the body.  Taking precautions to provide a suitable environment and diet will help your fish enjoy a long and healthy life.

Welcome to the wonderful world of aquariums.  Be a responsible pet owner and you and your fishes will enjoy a long and happy relationship!
If you have any questions about being a pet parent or would like to contribute to the Taiwan SPCA in any way, feel free to contact us at the phone numbers or email at the top and bottom of this basic care sheet.
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Phone: +886-2-2312-1914 ext. 19, 20
Emergency: +886-953-850-302
+886-917-010-401
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