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Basic Care Sheet:  Cat
Cats are deservedly popular pets with great personalities.  The maintenance requirements of cats are reasonable and they can often be kept singly or with other cats.  Given proper care a cat can bring joy into your life for 15-18 years, or more.

Basic supplies you will need:
· A comfortable, well fitting collar.  Breakaway collars are recommended; they prevent choking in case the cat gets caught on something.
· I.D. tag with name and phone number.
· Litter box, scoop, and litter.
· Brush and nail clippers.
· Carrier for vet visits and travelling.
· Food bowl and water dish.
· High quality raw, dry, or canned cat food.
· Size and material appropriate treats and toys.  A scratching post will help prevent damage to other objects.
· Flea and tick prevention products.
General - Cats need daily attention to keep them happy and healthy. Spend time playing with your cat each day.  Most cats love to explore paper bags, chase a flashlight beam or pounce on toys.  Cats that stay indoors live longer, healthier lives than those allowed to go outside.  Outdoor cats risk getting lost or suffering an early death due to disease, traffic accidents, fighting, attack or poisoning.  Make sure your cat wears a safety collar with ID tag, or has a microchip for identification, just in case of accidents or if he gets lost.
Training - Provide a roomy litter box filled with clean litter, preferably dust-free, and place it in a quiet, private area. Make sure your cat knows where the litter box is and keep it scooped out daily, refreshing when low.  Occasionally empty the litter box, scrub with soap, dry thoroughly, and refill with fresh litter.  Cats are fastidious creatures and many will not use a dirty litter box.  Scratching posts are recommended to divert scratching activity away from your furnishings.
Diet - Fresh clean water should always be available.  Choose high protein foods made with high quality ingredients; commonly available forms are dry kibble, canned moist, and frozen


raw.  Before you bring your cat home, ask about the amount and frequency of feeding and prepare the brands they are used to.  Do not switch a cat’s diet suddenly to prevent stomach upset.  Avoid offering your cat human food as snacks and treats, it is often unhealthy and encourages begging at the table.  Look up the list of substances toxic to cats and be careful to keep these out of reach.
Hygiene - Although cats do groom themselves, regular brushing is important to avoid hairballs and keep the coat sleek.  Long-haired cats need special care to prevent mats from forming and remove excess shed hair.  Nail tips should be clipped on a regular basis which will also help to discourage scratching on furnishings.  Keeping your cats teeth clean and free of food particles will help prevent gum disease and tooth loss.
Health - Thousands of cats die each year from preventable diseases.  Start your kitten’s vaccinations at 8 weeks of age and get boosters on time.  Female cats should be spayed and male cats neutered.  These procedures help prevent many diseases and the birth of unwanted kittens, helping solve the enormous problem of pet overpopulation.  Also, there are often decreases in certain undesirable behaviors, making them more enjoyable pets. Flea/tick control products are recommended to safeguard your cat against parasites.  Be observant and consult your vet if you notice signs of illness or injury such as: a dull and patchy coat; lack of appetite; persistent vomiting and/or diarrhea; difficulty urinating; discharge from eyes or nose, or sneezing.  Taking simple precautions and scheduling regular veterinary check-ups will help your pet enjoy a long and healthy life.

Welcome to the wonderful world of cats.  Be a responsible pet owner and you and your cat will enjoy a long and happy relationship!
If you have any questions about being a pet parent or would like to contribute to the Taiwan SPCA in any way, feel free to contact us at the phone numbers or email at the top and bottom of this basic care sheet.
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Phone: +886-2-2312-1914 ext. 19, 20
Emergency: +886-953-850-302
+886-917-010-401




image2.jpeg
St EiEE 47855 10F www.spca.org.tw info@taiwanspca.org




