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Basic Care Sheet:  Dog
A dog can be a wonderful addition to your family if carefully selected to fit your lifestyle.  Research the traits of different dogs to ensure a good match.  Given proper care and training dogs live an average of 12-16 years, making them a considerable commitment, but in return you will be rewarded with a devoted, versatile companion.

Basic supplies you will need:
· A comfortable, well fitting collar and 4-6 foot leash.  Training collars should only be used under the supervision of a knowledgeable training instructor.
· I.D. tag with name and phone number.
· Food bowl and water dish.
· Brush and nail clippers.
· High quality raw, dry, or canned dog food.
· Size and material appropriate treats, chews, and toys.
· Flea and tick prevention products.
General - In addition to shelter, food, fresh water, and medical care, your dog needs regular grooming, plenty of companionship, and daily exercise.  A dog requires at least two walks a day and active individuals may need vigorous exercise to keep them happy.  Remember it's always a good idea to keep a leash on your dog while out in public as many dogs have suffered serious injuries and fatalities due to traffic accidents.  Yards and gardens should be made safe for your dog, with sound fencing and secure gates.  Avoid using substances such as snail and rodent bait in areas accessible to your dog.  Chaining a dog outside is strongly discouraged and is sure to have a negative effect on the dog’s behavior and health.
Training - House training should begin as soon as you bring your new pet home.  It helps to keep your dog in a restricted area at first, such as a comfy dog crate or kitchen.  Be sure to take your dog outside upon awakening and right after meals, this way it becomes clear right from the start that the bathroom area is outside!  Of course, accidents are unavoidable, but dogs learn quickly with kind and consistent training.  Also, we recommend basic training for all dogs.  Good manners such as: walking on the leash without pulling, coming when called, not jumping on people, and respecting your furnishings will make your dog a more enjoyable companion.  Look for classes by a good instructor in your area, it's a great way to have fun with your new pet!

Diet - Fresh clean water should always be available.  Choose foods made with high quality ingredients; commonly available forms are dry kibble, canned moist, and frozen raw.  Before you bring your dog home, ask about the amount and frequency of feeding and prepare the brands they are used to.  Do not switch a dog’s diet suddenly to prevent stomach upset.  Avoid offering your dog human food as snacks and treats, it is often unhealthy and encourages begging at the table.  Look up the list of substances toxic to dogs and be careful to keep these out of reach.
Hygiene - Keep your dog well groomed by brushing every day and bathing every couple of weeks.  Pay attention to dental health by brushing with dog toothpaste and occasionally making appointments for teeth cleaning.  Bedding, food dishes, and water bowls should be washed regularly.
Health - Thousands of dogs die each year from preventable diseases.  Start your puppy’s vaccinations at 8 weeks of age and get boosters on time.  Female dogs should be spayed and male dogs neutered.  These procedures help prevent many diseases and the birth of unwanted puppies, helping solve the enormous problem of pet overpopulation.  Also, there are often decreases in certain undesirable behaviors, making them more enjoyable pets. Flea/tick control products and preventative heartworm medications are recommended to safeguard your dog against parasites.  Be observant and consult your vet if you notice signs of illness or injury such as: a dull and patchy coat; lack of appetite; persistent vomiting and/or diarrhea; difficulty urinating; discharge from eyes or nose, or sneezing.  Taking simple precautions and scheduling regular veterinary check-ups will help your pet enjoy a long and healthy life.

Welcome to the wonderful world of dogs.  Be a responsible pet owner and you and your dog will enjoy a long and happy relationship!
If you have any questions about being a pet parent or would like to contribute to the Taiwan SPCA in any way, feel free to contact us at the phone numbers or email at the top and bottom of this basic care sheet.
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Phone: +886-2-2312-1914 ext. 19, 20
Emergency: +886-953-850-302
+886-917-010-401
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