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Basic Care Sheet:  Herptile
(Reptile/Amphibian)   			By: Indy Taen
Herptiles (from the word Herpetology – the study of reptiles and amphibians) are gaining popularity.  People are recognizing their attractive markings and colors, interesting behaviors, and that most herptiles are also among the lowest maintenance pets.

Getting the right herptile starts with gathering information on the different species.  Some are calmer and easier for a small child to hold, while others are frisky, larger, very strong, and/or take more attention.  Learn all you can about animal you are interested in and you will be able to provide the care it needs and have a great relationship with your pet!
Basic supplies you will need:
· A habitat.  A cage, or tank, depending on the species you plan to keep.
· Litter/bedding.  Choose for efficiency, not appearance.
· 3 bowls for dry herptiles.  One each for water, food and non-hanging treats.
· High quality/fresh food.  This is may be highly variable from species to species.
· Supplements such as mineral or vitamin powder.
· Sleeping box or den for animals who hide in dens.  Make sure you select one large enough to be very comfortable.
· Nail clippers for animals who develop longer claws.
General – Prepare the correct environment.  A monitor lizard or iguana needs a much bigger home than a leopard gecko, and tree frogs require much higher humidity than desert reptiles.  Because reptiles and amphibians are cold blooded, you may need more equipment for temperature or humidity control, such as heat lamps and/or pads, and humidifiers.  Glass or acrylic tanks with lids are most frequently used for housing as they keep in their special climate much more effectively than a mesh or wire cage (used for herptiles preferring more air movement).  You may need a water feature for mostly or partly aquatic animals, or add greenery to create a forest canopy.  The most important factor to keeping reptiles or amphibians healthy is ensuring their habitat most closely imitates where they come from in the wild… so do your research well.
Also, depending on which herptile you select, make sure your cage is escape proof.  Check your habitat regularly for any holes your pet can squeeze their head through.


Training – Many herptiles are intelligent, inquisitive, and can be trained to do tricks.  Check out training guides on your specific type for more information.
Harnesses and leads work well with larger reptiles that you want to take outside.  Be sure to try different styles of harness to find a good fit that is snug but not tight.
Diet – Clean water should always be available.  Because reptiles and amphibians range very in behavior and natural habitat, the diet required by your specific animal may be very different from other herptiles.  Carnivorous pets need high protein foods such as insects, rodents and small herptiles, sometimes in live form.  Herbivores feed primarily on fruits and/or vegetables.  Omnivores require both diets.  Sometimes pellets, seeds, and/or paste (wetted powder) mixes are available for animals willing to try them.  Make sure you’ve gathered good information on your pet’s exact nutritional needs.  Contact herptile specialty stores to find uncommon foods.
And don’t forget the supplements.  Depending on what species, your pet may need additional vitamins and/or minerals.
Hygiene – Herptiles do not require bathing; keeping the habitat clean keeps your pet clean.  The frequency of cleaning depends on which animal you’ve selected.  Small desert dwellers need nearly no environmental maintenance whereas large tropicals may make quite a mess if you don’t keep up.
Also, you may need to provide special requirements, such as a rough surface for scratching, spraying during shedding periods, etc. so do prevent scratching during handling.
Health – Try not to breed your herptile to help solve the problem of pet overpopulation.  Be observant and consult your exotic pet vet if you notice signs of illness or injury such as: dull and patchy skin or scales; lack of appetite; persistent vomiting and/or diarrhea; difficulty going to the bathroom; discharge from eyes or nose, or sneezing.  Taking precautions to provide a suitable environment and diet will help your pet enjoy a long and healthy life.

Welcome to the wonderful world of small animals.  Be a responsible pet owner and you and your small animal will enjoy a long and happy relationship!
If you have any questions about being a pet parent or would like to contribute to the Taiwan SPCA in any way, feel free to contact us at the phone numbers or email at the top and bottom of this basic care sheet.						
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Phone: +886-2-2312-1914 ext. 19, 20
Emergency: +886-953-850-302
+886-917-010-401
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