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PETCARE-CATS
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CAT DOS

· Companionship – to be with other cats or people for part of the day.

· A balanced diet-   no cooked bones.

· Fresh clean water.

· A garden or balcony where cats can safely explore and play, sun bathe and get fresh air.

· Somewhere warm and cozy to sleep.

· To be brushed regularly and have their nails clipped.

· At least one tall scratching post so they can have a full body stretch while they scratch.

· Toys that they can play with on their own or with their human companion.

· Dry or fresh grass to help them digest their hair balls that accumulate from grooming.

· Help cleaning their teeth with either a brush or special toothpaste.  Also regular dental checkup by your vet.

· To be able to come a go as they please.  A cat flap on your garden door is ideal, if possible.

· To be trained to use a litter box.  To have their litter box cleaned regularly  (3 times a week).

· To be microchipped and be given the required yearly vaccinations.

· To be spayed or neutered as early as possible, around 6 months old, as this will prevent pregnancies as well as their difficult behaviour (difficult for them as well as for  their human companion) when spring arrives.

· To be taken to a vet if they are ill or their behaviour becomes abnormal.

· To be taken care of while you are on holiday.

· To be given a quick release collar with a bell if they go outside.  This will protect them as well as any birds or small animals.

CAT DON’TS

· Don’t beat or laugh at your cat as a form of punishment or training.

· Don’t make your cat wear silly clothes, shave or colour cat’s fur.  They are not toys.

· Don’t keep your cat in cages or dark spaces with no view of the outside world.

· Don’t pick up an adult cat by the scruff of their neck or front part of their body without supporting their hind legs.

· Don’t ignore unusual behaviour like frequent trips to the litterbox or meowing while using the litterbox.  This could be a sign of a serious, possibly fatal condition.  Immediate veterinary attention is required.

· Don’t declaw your cat.

· Don’t feed your cat lunchbox meats as they are always very very oily.

Having a cat as a companion is a life-long commitment. If you cannot provide what a cat needs, you should choose another companion animal that better suits your lifestyle.

It’s true, cats are very clean, independent and can make great companion animals.  However, they can damage furniture with their claws and because of their independence, may not always want to be held or stroked. 
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