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PROPER CARE – PIGS
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PIG DOS

· Companionship of other pigs as they are very social animals.

· A specific area for sleeping, bedded with straw, sheltered from the elements, especially the sun as they are prone to sunburn and sun stroke.

· A wallow with clean water to keep cool in the summer.

· A large outdoor area (minimum 36 square meters), that is properly fenced, for exploring, rooting and foraging.  Pigs are very curious animals so should also be given hard plastic balls and tires to play with to prevent boredom.

· A specific separate area for dunging, away from their sleeping area.

· Regular exercise.

· To be fed fresh commercially prepared feed and given a constant fresh supply of water (an adult pig can drink up to 20 litres of water a day).  As well as grains and legumes, such as, corn, barley, oats, wheat and alfalfa.  Vitamins, minerals and fibre are also required.

· Regular veterinary health checks and regular vaccinations (every 6 months).

· To have baby or vegetable oil rubbed on their skin regularly to prevent the suffering of dry scaly skin.

PIG DON’TS

· Don’t keep pigs in a house or apartment.

· Don’t keep pigs tied up, in cages or as mascots.

· Don’t feed pigs waste food, ie) meat, bones, eggs, oils or any human foods, as it can spread disease.

· Don’t deprive pigs of fresh water and shelter.  They are very sensitive to their environment and can beome sick easily with a lack of these things.

· Don’t abandon your pig once it grows to full size.

Because of the land and time requirements it takes to look after a pig, the Taiwan SPCA recommends not keeping a pig as an animal companion.  However, if you choose to do so, it is a lifelong commitment (up to 25 years for the pig) during which the above care requirements must be met.  If you cannot provide what it need you should choose another animal companion that better suits your lifestyle.

Pigs are extremely intelligent and social animals.  Caring for a pig requires a great deal of time, skill, money, commitment and land.  Therefore the Taiwan SPCA recommends pigs not be kept as companion animals .











[image: image3.jpg]&t IE [EIEE 47855 10F www.spca.org.tw spca@spca.org.tw





[image: image3.jpg]