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RABBIT DOS

· Do have your rabbit neutered.  A female rabbit can have up to 30 young in a season.  Neutering also reducing fighting in adults.

· Do give your rabbit enough safe space to hop, run, jump, stretch, dig and hide (Rabbits are ‘prey’ animals and instinctively need to hide when they are scared).

· Do keep their living area clean, well ventilated and temperature appropriate (a lack of these can cause stress in rabbits which can cause illness).  Their sleeping area should have sufficient hay and be separate from their toilet area.

· Do give them safe rabbit toys to play with and gnaw on (un painted wood blocks are ideal).  Rabbits are very smart and need mental stimulation (they can easily become stressed or depressed without).

· Do give fresh water every day.

· Do give appropriate food- grass and leafy greens (cabbage, spinach, broccoli etc) should be the majority of their diet, plants (non toxic), high quality rabbit pellets (small part of their diet) and some root vegetables like carrots and sweet potatoes (on occasion).

· Do give your rabbit love and attention everyday.  Rabbits are very social animals and need to have interaction.  Having another rabbit is recommended as a companion (Neutered of the opposite sex or same sex littermates is best).

· Do check your rabbits rear end in hot weather to make sure it’s clean.  If the rabbit’s droppings stick to their rear end it can attract flies that lay eggs and cause a disease called Fly strike (not only prevalent in rabbits) which is often fatal if not treated immediately.
RABBIT DON’TS

· Don’t feed your rabbit bread, rice, sugars or any inappropriate human foods.

· Don’t treat your rabbit like a toy or doll.  Rabbits get stressed and scared easily which can lead to illness.

· Don’t take your rabbit into a situation which will be stressful for them (anywhere with a lot of loud noises, people or animals).

· Don’t keep their living area/cage directly in the sunlight or in an area where they can’t hide if they need to.

· Don’t ignore unusual behavior.  Chewing on cages, decreased movement, over-grooming, change in feeding patterns and circling are all signs that your rabbit could be stressed.  Immediate steps should be taken to improve his/her living conditions and he/her should also be taken to a vet.

· Don’t handle your rabbit roughly.  Always support the rabbit’s hind legs and never lift him by the scruff of the neck alone.

Having a rabbit as a companion is a life-long commitment. If you cannot provide what a rabbit needs, you should choose another companion animal that better suits your lifestyle.

Domesticated rabbits have very similar needs to that of their wild ancestors, which can be very complex.  Typically, rabbits have been thought of as good companions for children because they are ‘low maintenance’, when actually just the opposite is true.   They require a lot of care and have many specific needs.  If you are going to keep a rabbit as a companion, please follow our guidelines below.
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